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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
An Unit: 
Examiner: 



Dale C, MCCARTHY 
107781,243 
February 18. 2004 
2833 

not yet assigned 



Confinnation No.: 3 1 45 



I nerekiy certify mat tm corresponqence is 
DBing {ransmmed via facsimite [703 872 8306} 
to. Mail Slop Amendmem, Comni(33ioner for 
Patents. P.O. 6ox 1450. Alexandria, va 
22313-1450, on 



Date y 
LaSnon Turner 



PateorSignBti4rB 



TiUe: ELECTRICAL CONNECTOR APPARATUS AND METHOD 

CUSTOMER NUMBER: 43138 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Pmcnts 
P,0, Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSU RE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CRR. 8L97f A> AND fD> 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and L97(a) and (d). Applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached fonns PTO SB08A/B. This Information 
Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to receipt of the first Office Action on the merits. 

Applicant relies, under 35 U.S.C. §120. on US Patent Application No, 09/518,650 filed 
March 3, 2000 (now U.S. Patent No, 6,796,829) for an effective filing date. An Information 
Disclosure Statement was submitted in that application which complies with 37 CFR §1.98 (a) - 
(c). With the exception of two references, all references cited herein were made of record in the 
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paiem application. Applicant theiefoie does not enclose copies of the re&rences made of record 
in the parent case. 

The two remaining references include Kooiman US 6,109,964, a copy of which 
Applicant does not supply because ii is an issued US patent Applicant does simply a copy of the 
last reference, an Iniemaiional Search Repon (ISR) issued in PCT/U SO 1/06878, 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents, and 
evidence that consideration of relevant portions thereof by making appropriate notations on the 
anached forms. 

It is believed that these references either taken alone or in combination do not disclose or 
suggest the invention claimed by the Applicant. However, it is the Applicant*s desire to have 
these references available in the record for both the Examiner and the public to see. The 
Applicant specifically reserves all rights of privilege and confidence with respect to this matter 
and submission of this documem is not to be construed as a waiver of those rights. Moreover, 
submission of this document should rm be considered an admission that the references cited 
herein are proper prior art to the aforementioned application. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are material or 
constitute **prior an." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not 
constitute '"prior an" under United States law, Applicant reserves the right xo present to xhe 
Of^ce ibe relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documems. 

Applicant further reserves the right to lake appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the documents be 
applied agair^st the claims of the present application. 
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If 4i£ie is any fee due in connection with the filing of diis statement, please charge the &e to 
Deposit Account No. S03 1 3S of Daspin & Aumeiu, LLP. 

Respectfully submitted. 




DASPIN & AUMENT. LLP 
210 West 22**^ Street, Suite 102 
Oak Biook, IlUnois 60S23 
Telephone: (630)990-4503 
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